PORTIA  AT  THE   LYCEUM
that is agreeable and attractive in Miss Terry's Portia, and no one will be surprised that uncritical people, who have not made their own separate study of the play, should be delighted with it."
The writer of the above is so generous as to admit that Miss Terry's Portia will be found satisfactory to such playgoers as have not burnt the midnight oil in studying the text of " The Merchant of Venice/5 but' he is amazed that the critics, the " preachers appointed," could find it compatible with their duty to praise without reserve her impersonation of the Lady of Belmont. And yet the critics as a whole were not a whit less enthusiastic than the public for whose benefit the play was, in the first instance, produced. If they erred, they did so with singular unanimity. We know how warmly Miss Terry's Portia was received when she first played the part at the Prince of Wales's Theatre in 1875. When she took up the part again at the Lyceum, four years later, it was held on all sides that her in-